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seas -were held by their friends, the pirates, and that their masters were again being beaten out of Asia, from which many of themselves had been carried off They began to ask themselves why men who could use their swoids should be slaves when their comrades and kindled were up and fighting for freedom They found a leader in a young Thracian robber chief, named Spaitacus, who was destined for the amphitheatre, and who preferred meeting his masters m the field to killing his friends to make a Roman holiday. Spartacus, with two hundred of his companions, buist out from the Capuan " stable," seized their arms, and made their way into the crater of Vesuvius, which was then, after the long sleep of the volcano, a dense jungle of wild vines The slaves from the adjoining plantations deserted and joined them The fire spread, Spaitacus proclaimed universal emancipation, and in a few weeks was at the head of an army with which he overran Italy to the foot of the Alps, defeated consuls and prse-tors, captuied the eagles of the legions, wasted the farms of the noble lords, and for two years held his ground against all that Rome could do. Of all the illustiations of the Senate's incapacity, the slave insurrection was perhaps the worst It was put down at last after desperate exertions by Crassus and Pompey Spartacus was killed, and sis thousand of his followers weie impaled at various points on the sides of the high roads, that the slaves might have before their eyes examples of the effect of disobedience The immediate peril was over; but another symptom had appeared of the social disease which would soon end in death, unless some remedy could be found. The nation was still strong There was